PRIVATE
PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKLIST



· Personal Flotation Devices (PFD’s)


Ensure that there is one USCG approved PFD per passenger and a throwable PFD on board


Demonstrate how to don a PFD, the proper water entry and flotation positions


Inform the crew and passengers of the PFD’s location and their specific uses



· Sound Producing Devices


Ensure that there is a horn capable of producing a four-second-blast audible for at least 1/2-mile


If a portable air horn is used have at least one spare can of air or an alternate sounding device


Inform the crew and passengers of the sound producing devices location and their use



· Lights and Day shapes


Ensure that all navigation lights are in working order (extra bulbs and lights, as needed)


Ensure instrumentation and boat lights are working (extra lights and bulbs, as needed)


If you are engaging in an activity that requires a day shape, have the required shapes and lights



· Distress Signals


Ensure that all flares are accessible, up to date and stored in a dry location


Ensure that all signaling devices are accessible and ready for use


Inform the crew and passengers of the distress signals location and their use



· Tools and Spares


Ensure that there is a well stocked toolbox (with any specially required tools) on board


Ensure that are critical equipment spare parts on board (i.e., fuel filter and spark plugs)


Inform the crew and passengers of all tools and spare parts location and their use



· Ventilation


Ensure that all interior spaces are well ventilated before departure, at least one cycle of air


If fuel smells are detected, ventilate the area, and check for fumes before starting the engines


If fuel odor persists after ventilating the area, stop all actions and look for the source of the leak



· Fire Extinguishers


Ensure that the USCG approved fire extinguisher(s) are fully charged and up to date


Check fire extinguisher mounts are secure and functional before departure


Inform the crew and passengers of all fire extinguishers location and their use



· Fuel and Oil


Ensure that you have enough fuel to provide a reasonable margin of safety for your return


If taking on fuel, leave enough room to provide adequate room for fuel expansion


Check all engine fluid levels (add extra fluid as needed) and document levels





PRIVATE
PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKLIST



· Bilge


Ensure that the bilge area is reasonably dry and that water is not entering the vessel


Ensure that the bilge pumps are in good working order


Clean up any spilled oil or waste in bilge area so as to prevent overboard discharge



· Battery Care


Ensure that all batteries charged and filled according to manufacturer specifications


Confirm that there is power to the entire vessel and all electrical outlets are working correctly


Ensure that there are spare batteries for all accessories on board (i.e., flashlights and radios)



· Weather Forecast


Follow up with the weather service for up to date forecast by all means necessary


Ensure that you have a radio on board to receive weather updates


Ensure that you are receiving weather information on all available channels



· Docking and Anchoring


Ensure that there is one complete anchor set up, one spare unit and extra rode


Extra dock lines and fenders in case of unusual conditions dockside or towing instances


Visually inspect all lines for chafe or wear and replace as needed



· Documentation


Ensure that all relevant licenses and permits are stored in a dry secured location


Have charts and plot courses for the area you intend to navigate in on board and up to date


Ensure that all required instructions of operations posted in case you are incapacitated



· First Aid


Ensure that the First Aid kit in an easily accessible well-marked location


Ensure that medications, bandages, and ointments in the First Aid kit up to date


Inform the crew and passengers of the location of the First Aid kit and the instructions for use



· Additional Information

























